


From orchestral performances spanning 
900 years of music in Melbourne to an 
intimate chamber music performance in 
Mount Beauty, the orchestra’s work in 
2017 took on many guises. In every case, 
the orchestra seeks to serve the Victorian 
community through excellence, access 
and developing our very fine chamber 
music sector. I hope you get a flavour for 
the orchestra’s diverse activities through 
this report. 

In 2017 we presented our largest annual 
program yet, with 53 events. The orches-
tra reached over 10,000 attendees for the 
first time. 

The year’s program was punctuated with 
some bold directions for Victorian cham-
ber music. Our festival, A Feast of Music, 
became a full weekend with five events 
over three days for the first time. We were 
overwhelmed by the positive response to 
the new format which broke all our previ-
ous attendance records.  The new Salon 
Sessions, held in the intimate Salon at 

Melbourne Recital Centre, provided a new 
kind of public soirée melding a food and 
wine experience with an exclusive cham-
ber music performance. 

Across the program, we worked with 
some of Australia’s most distinguished 
chamber musicians including Li-Wei Qin, 
Rebecca Chan, Christopher Moore, Gen-
evieve Lacey, Andrew Goodwin, Lucinda 
Collins, Shane Chen, Melba Quartet and 
Hamer Quartet. 

Access to fine music across the state and 
opportunity for our chamber music sector 
remain our mission-level goals. In 2017 
touring was again around half our work, 
with most projects available to communi-
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March  Rococo Cello

April/May Beyond Baroque

June  Songs of the Night

July  Concert Grand

September Towards Eternity

October Mendelssohn’s Octet

November Letters from Tchaikovsky

In 2017 the orchestra has expanded 
its Melbourne season from 6 to 7 
projects (from 11 to 13 concerts). In 
the Melbourne season, there are now 
six orchestral performances and a 
performance by Australian Octet each 
year. The orchestra continues to grow 
in its support; attendances at our first 
concert for the year, Rococo Cello, 
broke previous revenue records for 
the orchestra for a season project. 
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In 2017 we introduced the Salon Ses-
sions, using the Salon at Melbourne 
Recital Centre for performances for the 
first time. 
With the atmosphere of a private con-
cert, guests enjoyed a seminal work of 
chamber music accompanied by a pre-
concert talk, canapés, premium wines 
and a chance to meet the artists. 
The Salon Sessions will continue in 
2018 as an “ultimate experience” of our 
desire to give audiences a thrillingly 
intimate encounter with great music. 
The Salon Sessions were supported by 
Narkoojee Wines. 

The Melba Quartet perform at a 2017 Salon Session. 
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A Feast of Music is Melbourne Chamber 
Orchestra’s Festival in Daylesford. In 2017, 
we expanded the Festival to include five 
events over three days. The dining event 
moved to the feted Lake House.
The program garnered over 700 atten-
dances, with the Chamber Music Dining 
at Lake House sold out well in advance. 

Touring
A Feast 
of Music

Top: Hamer Quartet perform at Lake House. 
Bottom: Recorder virtuoso Genevieve Lacey with Melbourne Chamber Orchestra in Daylesford Town Hall.  

Audiences enjoyed performances by 
Machlak Chen duo, Hamer Quartet, Gen-
evieve Lacey and Louisa Breen, alongside 
the orchestra and its musicians. 
Supporters of the 2017 Festival included 
Creative Victoria, Biggin & Scott Day-
lesford, eCasa, Passing Clouds, Kawai, 
Hepburn Shire Council and Lake House. 
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Concerto $10,000—$49,000

Dr Henry Butt
MS Newman Family Foundation
Dr Merrilyn Murnane AM & 
   Mr Max Griffiths MBE
Romney & Susanne Smeeton
Anonymous (2)

Sostenuto $5,000—$9,999

Peter & Leila Doyle
Peter & Annie Duncan
Don Fry AO & Susan Fry
Gippsland Dental Group
Dr Elizabeth Lewis AM
Allan Myers AC QC & Maria Myers AC
Lady Potter AC
Joyce Richards
JoAnne Stephenson & Robin Larsen
Anonymous (1)

Serenade $2,500—$4,999

David & Kaye Birks
Alastair & Sue Campbell
Lyndsey Hawkins
Prof Andrea Hull AO
Richard Jackson
Joan & George Lefroy
Peter Lovell
Susan Oliver
Mrs Jim Peart
Drs Gabriela & George Stephenson

Dr Melanie Stephenson
Peter Stirling
The Arnold Foundation
The Hon Clive Tadgell AO & 
   Mrs Christina Tadgell
Dr Victor Wayne & Dr Karen Wayne OAM
Anonymous (1)

Intermezzo $1,000—$2,499

Ann Badger
Marc Besen AC & Eva Besen AO
Geoffrey Clarke
Dr Marie Dalziel
Geoff & Mary Gloster
Jan Grant
Drs Gennadi Kazakevitch & Luba Torlina
Dennis Goldner & Kate Murphy
William Hennessy
Irene Kearsey
Dr Paul Nisselle AM & Dr Sue Nisselle
Helen Perlen
Jeremy Ruskin QC & Roz Zalewski
David & Elizabeth Thompson
Dr Michael Troy
Igor Zambelli & Jenny Lee
Anonymous (3)

Pro Arte Bequest Circle

Ann Badger
Gunta Eglite
The late Rosemary Gleeson
Drs Gabriela & George Stephenson
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